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a "pochette," the little instrument carried by danc- 
ing-masters in the olden days, although very much 
larger of course. It is strung with three strings, 
either gut or wire. Two of these are tuned in 
unison while the third is tuned a fifth below. The 
outer one of the two in unison is the only fretted 
string, the other two supplying a drone bass, giving 
somewhat the effect of the bagpipe. The dul- 
cimore (accent on the last syllable) is held on the 
knees and the strings are plucked with a piece of 
leather or a quill. The melody is played upon the 
fretted string, for which purpose a quill or small 
stick is employed. We found that the dulcimore 
players were very particular as to the media em- 
ployed, and that the adherents of the different schools, 
divided by the use of quill or leather, were dis- 
tinctly temperamental in their allegiance! I heard 
one man sing and accompany himself most skilfully, 
and the effect was extremely delightful and quaint. 
He was apparently a virtuoso and his performance 
will always remain in my memory as the unique one 
of my experiences in the Kentucky trip. 

When we reached small towns which were in 
communication by stage with the nearest railroad 



we found banjoes and guitars. The realization was 
soon forced upon us, however, that the "banjo- 
pickers" and "guitar-pickers" were never conversant 
with the real object of our quest. They played a 
type of song which had for us no interest whatever, 
with little or no relationship to the "song-ballet." 
This brought home to our minds the displeasing con- 
viction that the great deposit of beautiful folk- 
songs in the Appalachian Region is bound to suffer 
contamination and to be utterly obliterated as the 
mining and lumber railroads gradually creep nearer 
and nearer to the heart of the mountains. It is 
indeed a sad and depressing thought. Once let 
such a community gain communication with the 
outer world, and amidst all the advantages which 
enter, there will also come the insidious appeal of 
the trivial and commonplace music of our musical 
comedies. The newer generations will wish to ape 
their fellows of the great world outside the moun- 
tains in playing and singing the popular song of 
the day, and the rich store of ancient folk-song will 
go the way it has long since gone in Great Britain. 
Would that we might gather in the entire harvest 
before the killing blight falls upon it! 

Howard Brockway 



THE FRUITS OF "KULTUR": "THE BURNING 

OF MONTMORENCY" 

(See yage 231) 



IT must have mortified the Germans in the begin- 
ning of the world-war to discover that people 
outside the Empire were surprized at the brutal- 
ity and unnecessary destructiveness of her soldiery. 
For that showed the world forgetful of Germania, and 
a woman forgives anything rather being overlooked ! 
Certainly the outrageous blackmail and murderous 
revenge perpetrated by German troops on innocent 
Chinese at the bidding of the Kaiser publicly 
expressed should have lingered in the memory of 
Americans and Europeans. Some day, when the 
story of the aftermath of the Boxer troubles comes 
to be written it may "transpire," as the journalist 
says, that these hapless Chinese did not lack, even 
then, some small measure of avengement and that 
German troops in China had to atone in person — a 
few of them at any rate — for the disgusting con- 
duct of their officers toward Chinese men and 
women. 

But apparently that was forgotten. What seems 
stranger is forgetfulness of their conduct in France 
in 1870. Montmorency was a beautiful little town 
to the north of Paris and was without any military 
importance. Yet the enrolled brigands of Prussia's 
Generalstab wantonly and without purpose oblit- 
erated that town. 



We reproduce a painting by F. Lix of the revels 
of a German staff — "wine, women and song" — as 
the pretty town of Montmorency was burning. It is 
well to recall now the noxious kind of human being 
that has been fostered by Kultur. 

When the bands of robbers that plundered France 
in the fifteenth and Germany in the sixteenth 
century and sacked, fired and ruined towns and 
castles were compelled to answer, they defended 
their course by saying that it was done to warn other 
towns to hurry and pay blackmail or expect the 
same treatment. 

Exactly the same excuse is brought forward to- 
day by these scourges of civilization to explain their 
loathsome behavior in Belgium and France. In fact, 
they have to say something as a pretext, when the 
slaughter of Chinese, of Hereros in Africa, of 
women and children on the high seas is brought to 
their attention. They lack the honesty to confess 
that they want and intend to have the land and 
goods and bodies of other people. A remnant of 
shame forces them to such childish, such effeminate 
crookedness. Germania is a woman who has lost 
all decency and in her depravity makes those who 
are men stare aghast. 
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